Montana Kaimin: University Life, April 28, 1995 by Associated Students of the University of Montana
University of Montana
ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Montana Kaimin, 1898-present Associated Students of the University of Montana(ASUM)
4-28-1995
Montana Kaimin: University Life, April 28, 1995
Associated Students of the University of Montana
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Montana Kaimin, 1898-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.
Recommended Citation
Associated Students of the University of Montana, "Montana Kaimin: University Life, April 28, 1995" (1995). Montana Kaimin,
1898-present. 8813.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper/8813
Fighting the system ...
University of Minnesota...
Men's bathrooms reportedly used for sex
P r a t ik  J o s h i  
The M innesota  D aily
ST. PAUL, Minn. (U-W IRE) —  
Some men use university rest 
rooms for more than a pit stop.
The second floor men’s room at 
the University o f  M innesota’s 
Coffm an M em orial Union is the lat­
est hot spot to act out sexual fan­
tasies, said Coffman adm inistra­
tors and police.
M any m en m eet for anonymous 
sex in bathroom  stalls, often 
referred to as “ t-room s.”
U niversity Police Lt. Steve 
Johnson said the m en’s bathrooms 
in  W alter Library and Nicholson 
Hall used to be known as “t-room s.” 
But Johnson said there haven’t 
been any complaints about them.
Blegen Hall is another spot some 
m en used for sex, Johnson said.
H istory m ajor John 
Christiansen, who cleaned the 
Coffm an second-floor men’s room 
fall quarter, said sexual activity in 
bathroom s isn ’t uncommon.
He said he felt uneasy about 
cleaning the messes he often found
in the rest room s. He said he once 
saw  more than tw o people w alk out 
o f  a rest room  stall. Later, he found 
sem en m arks and pornographic 
m aterials.
"T h e  use o f  rest room s for sex 
doesn’t bother 
me, but those 
who use it 
should have 
cleaned up after 
use for sanitary 
reasons,”
Christiansen 
said.
He said all 
the m en’s room s 
in the building 
are som etim es used for sexual 
activities. The second-floor rest 
room  seem s to be the m ost active, 
Christiansen said.
Phil Archer, facilities m anager 
for M inneapolis Student Unions, 
said he received com plaints last 
month about m en peeking inside 
the stalls, either through the 
cracks or from  the top. A rcher said 
some d irectly proposition others for 
sex.
Coffm an custodians som etim es 
find used condom s, pornography 
and sem en on the bathroom  floor 
and walls, A rcher said.
K evin Stiller, a UM alum nus 
and H IV activist, said restroom  sex 
is quite com m on. 
Exposed genitals 
increase the oppor­
tunities for physical 
contact, he said.
"M o s t  U.S. edu­
cational institutions, 
including the 
U niversity o f  
M innesota, have had 
sexual activities 
going on in the 
m en’s room since the 1930s,” Sitter 
said.
Sitter, who has studied the city’s 
rest room  behavior since 1990, said 
heterosexual men also use rest 
room s for sexual activities, w hether 
with others or alone. His study 
includes one university rest room.
But risky behavior has 
decreased in recent years, Sitter 
said. "M o s t  sexual acts are lim ited 
to m utual m asturbation.”
Most sexual acts are limited to 
mutual masturbation. ”
— K evin  Stiller, 
H IV  activist an d  restroom  
sex  scholar
Student-regent applicants now sought
B e ts y  E h lin g e r  
fo r  the K aim in
Students who want to impact 
the state Board o f Regents and the 
decisions they make may get the 
opportunity i f  they apply to be the 
student regent.
ASUM President Jennifer 
Panasuk said ASUM is accepting 
applications for the student-regent 
position for next year. Panasuk 
said the student regent serves a 
one-year term and acts as a voice
for the students at the Board o f 
Regents’ meetings.
The student regent speaks for 
the students on issues dealing with 
the budget, building construction 
and curriculum changes, Panasuk 
said.
Applications for the position are 
due on M ay 1. After that, UM will 
choose one or two top candidates, 
Panasuk said. Those applications, 
along with others from colleges and 
universities around the state, will 
then go to the Montana Associated
Students meeting, where the top 
five applicants will be picked. The 
five applicants then go before Gov. 
Marc Racicot for selection.
Student regents get their trip 
expenses paid while attending 
meetings, and they get a stipend 
for each meeting they attend, 
Panasuk said.
Students interested in applying 
for .the position can turn in two let­
ters o f  recommendation and their 
resume to ASUM offices or the UC 
information desk by M ay 1.
Cornell students 
ready to bare 
all for Playboy
L is a  F r ie d  
The D aily  S un
ITH ACA, N.Y. (U -W IR E ) —  The b igw igs at 
Playboy can rest easy, plenty o f  C ornell 
w om en w ant to  take it  all o f f  for the m aga­
zine ’s O ctober “W om en o f  the Ivy League” p ic­
torial.
In fact, m ore w om en from  Cornell respond­
ed to  Playboy’s request for photo subm issions 
than at any o f  the other seven Ivy schools, 
a ccord ing to  E lizabeth  N orriss, a  spokes­
w om an for Playboy.
The m agazine, w hich w ill send photograph­
er D avid M ecey to  Ithaca T hursday to  in ter­
v iew  wom en, has a lready visited  six  o f  the 
other universities for the O ctober photo 
spread, the first to feature Ivy League stu­
dents since 1986.
In new spaper advertisem ents and press 
releases, the m agazine, w hich  has a c ircu la­
tion  hovering betw een 3.5 and 4 m illion  read ­
ers, announced the p ictorial in  February and 
advised interested  w om en to send photographs 
and personal in form ation  to  the com pany’s 
headquarters in Chicago.
N orriss described the response from  C ornell 
w om en as “terrific,”  but w ouldn ’t  say exactly 
how  m any w om en responded to  the advertise­
m ents or how  m any had been called back for 
an  interview  w ith  M ecey th is week.
M ecey w ill m eet w ith  the w om en and in ter­
v iew  them  briefly  to learn about their studies 
and in terests, N orriss said. I f  he likes w hat he 
sees and hears, they w ill be called back later 
to  pose.
W hen Playboy last cam e here in 1986, three 
Cornell w om en o f  150 interview ed m ade the 
m agazine.
The photo spread is part o f  the m agazine’s 
annual college p ictorial, w hich  features a d if­
ferent ath letic conference each year.
C ornell w om en w ho have been selected  to  
interview  la ter th is w eek are excited  but 
nonetheless spoke last night only on the con d i­
tion  o f  anonym ity.
O ne student, a sophom ore, said  she in itia lly  
responded  to  the ad  as a jok e  and was sur­
prised  to  hear back from  Playboy last week.
“I never thought they w ere goin g to ca ll,” 
she said , adding th at she w ould on ly agree to 
pose for the m agazine in  a sw im suit.
She said that the m oney prom ised  by the 
m agazine - w hich reportedly ranges from  $150 
to $500 depending on how  m uch the m odel 
w ants to bare - is n ot w hat led  h er to  send  in 
her photos, tw o slightly  blurry Polaroids 
w hich  show  h er fu lly clothed and in  a b ikini.
A  second hopeful, also a  sophom ore, 
responded  to an ad the m agazine placed  on 
the Internet because, she said , “ I’ve alw ays 
w anted to  do it .”
She sa id  she was “not surprised” that she 
was ca lled  back and that “it  w ould be great” i f  
she is selected for the O ctober pictorial.
“ I don’t feel that Playboy is pornography,” 
she said , distingu ish ing it from  other m aga­
zines that she feels are dem eaning to  wom en. 
“To m e, it ’s m ore like art. I th ink that I have 
a pretty good body, so I figured, w hy not go for 
it?”
She said her friends and fam ily have been 
very supportive o f  her, adding, “M y m om  
w ants m e to  do it.”
Cam pus w om en’s groups have been quiet 
about M ecey’s im pending visit, as o f  last 
night, no protests or dem onstrations against 
or in favor o f  the pictorial had been w idely 
publicized.
Sharm ila M urthy, though, said that m em ­
bers o f  the Cornell W om en’s C enter w ill be
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IT S  NATIONAL Gay Pride Week. Students at UM set up displays in the University Center.
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UM Tech to host 
scholarship dinner
E rin  J u n tu n e n  
for  the Kaim in
UM’s College o f  Technology 
will hold its annual culinary 
arts scholarship dinner on 
Monday, May 1, to award stu­
dents and a professional chef.
At least one student will 
be awarded a scholarship 
from the American Culinary 
Federation’s Western 
Montana chapter, and one 
person will receive the 
Professional C hef o f  the Year 
award.
Ross Lodahl, last year’s 
recipient o f  the C hef o f  the 
Year award, said students in 
the culinary arts program 
will help prepare the six- 
course dinner, which includes 
a spinach soup, crab stuffed 
chicken, a poached sole filet, 
white chocolate mousse cake 
and Kiwi-lime sorbet. 
Proceeds from the dinner will 
be returned to the students 
in the form o f scholarships 
awarded at the dinner.
Ed Cutler, a second-year 
student in the program, said 
the dinner is great practical 
experience for him and other 
students. Students are given
the menu and participate in 
the actual preparation for the 
banquet.
The dinner will be held at 
the Holiday Inn. Cocktail 
drinks and appetizers will be 
served at 6:30 p.m., and the 
dinner will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
the UM Tech center for $25 a 
single or $45 a couple. Door 
prizes, including gift certifi­
cates and food baskets donat­
ed by local food suppliers, 
will be awarded to ticket 
holders.
The culinary arts depart­
m ent will also be hosting a 
Hawaiian barbecue on 
Tuesday, May 2, as a benefit 
for Opi Fuli. Fuli, who was 
involved in a head-on car col­
lision this spring, was a stu­
dent in the program. Lodahl 
said Fuli is going through 
rehabilitation and is expected 
to return to school in the fall.
The barbecue will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
UM Tech Administration 
Building. Advance tickets 
cost $5 for students and fac­
ulty, and $7 for the general 
public. Admission at the door 
will cost an additional $1.
continued from page B1_____________________________
Playboy: Students protest
meeting tonight, but she 
added that she does not 
know i f  the Playboy spread 
will be the topic o f  this m eet­
ing.
The 1986 spread caused 
much controversy on Ivy 
League campuses, ranging 
from letters to the editors o f  
several campus newspapers, 
to an Ithaca demonstration 
in which one protestor 
dressed up as a beauty 
queen named “M is Ogyny.”
Controversy has also 
shadowed this year’s pictori­
al. W hen photographers vis­
ited Yale University earlier 
this month, several women’s 
groups on campus raised
enough money to pay one 
prospective model, paying 
her more not to pose than 
Playboy was w illing to give 
her to pose.
A lso at Yale, students are 
soliciting poetry, w riting and 
art work in an attem pt to 
put together a different 
“Women o f the Ivy League” 
publication, one that repre­
sents the non-physical 
attributes o f  women.
Editors at the campus 
newspapers for the other Ivy 
League schools reported 
uneventful Playboy visits 
w ith between 40 and 70 
women showing up to inter­
view at each school.
Did you find your old UM I.D. 
during spring cleaning?
Announcing the final 
Griz Card Exchange!
GmSSSff//z s sa ssz z
Bring your old  U M  I.D. into The Griz Card Center, UC 
to exchange it for a Griz Card.
Exchange program expires Thursday, May 11,1995.
first Griz Card only
"RESIDENT GEORGE M. DENNISON 
WEEKLY OPEN OFFICE HOURS
Spring Semester 1995
Tuesday, May 9 
2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Office hours open to students, faculty, and staff
Appointments Appreciated • 243-2311
TEX1B00K RECYCLIK
(BUYBACK)
BEGINS FRIDAY • MAY 5th
TEXTBOOK  
RECYCLING 
FRIDAY 
MAY 5 
&
MONDAY-FRIDAY 
MAY 8 - 12
(No Recycling on Sat. or Sun.) HOURS: M-F...8 to 6 Sat...lO to 6
For late night cravings during 
finals week...
TACO
BELL
Buy one taco, get one 
FREE!
( Show UM S tu d e n t  I . D. )
Coupon good 
from 9pm till 
7am at all 
Missoula Taco 
Bells'
A  S O L O  P IA N O  
C O N C E R T
W ilm a  theatre
Tuesday, May. 9 ♦ 7:30 pm
All Seats Reserved: $14 limited number of main orchestra/loge and 
$12 orchestra/balcdny available at all TIC-IT-E-Z outlets.
(  Charge By Phone 243-4051 br toll free 1-800-526-3400 
(plus service charge).
Please join us in support of 
/  • !M IS S O U L A  F O O D  B A N K  -  
bring a donation o f non-perishable food to the concert.
N e t p ro ceed s  to benofit M ISSO ULA  F O O D  B A N K
uc
U N I V E R S I T Y  C E N T E R
EVERY VACATION, THE SMITHS ALWAYS COUNTED ON TWO THINGS:
LOTS OF 1-OOO-COLLECT CALLS HOME, AND ANN COLLIDING WITH THE BOAT.
1-800-COLLECT
Save The People You Call Up To 4 4 %
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A Full Plate: U rn s ln iM .ii m i
Text by 
Brin P. 
Billings 
Photos by 
Seanna 
O'Sullivan
(RIGHT) aI  think 
what makes a 
good president is 
somebody who 
understands the 
nature o f  the 
place and has a 
great deal o f  
respect for it." 
Dennison says. 
(BELOW)Before 
the early bird 
even thinks about 
getting up, 
Dennison is out 
running the 
lamp-lit side- 
streets o f  
Missoula. He 
says that his 
daily 4:30 a.m. 
jog is his chance 
to steal some 
quiet time.
Dennison answers the tough questions
IS OrfJ. Simpson innocent 
o r  guilty? Guilty 
WHAT’S your favorite beer 
o r  alcoholic beverage? 
Scotch (single malt)
WHAT’S your favorite 
restaurant o r  hangout? 
Missoula Country Club 
WHAT IS the most recent 
m ovie you ’ve seen ̂ Rising 
Sun
WHAT’S your favorite band 
or  com poser? Weber 
WHO d id  you  vote for in 
the 1992 presidential e lec­
tion? Clinton 
WHO is better looking, 
Betty o r  Wilma? Wilma 
NAME the last tw o books 
you ’ve read? Disclosure; Re­
examination o f the Idea o f a 
University
WHAT’S your favorite 
pizza deliverer? I  don’t have
WHOM do you  admire 
m ost? FDR
WHAT is the w orst thing 
about your job ?  The best?
No worst; the chance to help 
and to make a difference 
EXCLUDING Missoula, 
what is you r favorite U.S. 
city? Kalispell 
DO you  w ear boxers or 
briefs? Briefs
IS Missoula’s housing ord i­
nance fair? No 
IF given the chance to  play 
a sport professionally, what 
w ould it be? W hich profes­
sional athlete w ould you 
like to  be? Golf; Miller Barber 
FAVORITE pickup line 
ever used? “I  ain’t got no dog 
in that fight.”
IF given the chance to 
change one physical trait, 
what w ould it be? My poor 
eyesight
TASTES great o r  less filling 
y o u r  c a l l  1 Less filling 
OREOS o r  Chips-a-hoy? 
Chips-a-hoy
Shortly after 4:30 a.m. each day, hours before the sun awakens the Missoula Valley, George 
Marshall Dennison begins his day.
Sharply dressed in a pair o f Nikes 
and a midnight-blue nylon Converse 
running suit, his figure blends with the 
morning darkness. As he whisks down 
Higgins Street, his long legs pat the 
pavement and interrupt the silence.
At 59, UM s 17th president says he 
finds solace in his 40-minute, four-and- 
a-half-mile, daily routine. “It’s my 
quiet time,” he says.
His 12-hour work day, which rarely 
ends when he leaves the office, doesn’t 
leave much room for such a luxury.
Those who know George Dennison, 
UM s President since 1990, aren’t sur­
prised by the juggling act he performs. 
Sitting at the helm of four o f 
Montana’s colleges and universities, 
he’s the picture o f polished academia. 
But in his college days, he spent his 
nights strumming rock *n’ roll tunes in 
Woody Street taverns to earn a few 
extra bucks. Married, the 20-some- 
thing father of two worked a 40-hour 
week at the Missoula Mercantile and 
still averaged a 4.0 grade point.
Like then, Dennison still feeds off a 
full plate. Ironically, he eats only one 
meal a day.
D ennison’s success is all hisown doing. His father a grain elevator operator and his 
mother a homemaker, the Dennisons 
of Kalispell didn’t  have much money 
for George and his five brothers.
Dennison met his wife o f 41 years 
as a senior at Flathead High School. 
Circles o f friends piled in cars and 
cruised the city streets on weekends — 
that’s when their paths crossed, recalls 
Jane Dennison. At first, she says,
George Dennison’s status —  senior, “A” 
student and tackle on the varsity foot­
ball team —  swept her off her feet. The 
freshman jumped at the chance to date 
him.
They married in 1955 —  she a 17- 
year-old high school student, and he 
freshly enlisted in the Navy. Four 
years o f globe-hopping and two sons 
later, Dennison followed a military 
buddy to what is now Miles 
Community College in Miles City. 
There, he would begin his life in higher 
education —  a life he would never 
leave.
His first taste o f the university he 
now leads came in 1960. With an asso­
ciate’s degree in hand, Dennison 
graced the soils o f UM with plans to 
major in history. He juggled his class­
es, a job, fatherhood and late-night gui­
tar sessions with his band the 
“Starfires.” The growing family shared 
a cramped apartment in married stu­
dent housing.
In 1961, Dennison told the Kaimin 
in an interview that his busy schedule 
didn’t allow him enough time to spend 
with his two sons. He also said that 
two young children hampered his abili­
ty to find a quiet place to study.
“I can’t just put the boys in a corner 
and tell them to be quiet,” the 26-year- 
old non-traditional student said.
Tbday, however, Dennison remem­
bers performing the balancing act with 
ease. “It wasn’t tough,” he says, sitting 
behind his large oak desk in his Main 
Hall office. “It was great fun.”
The administrator’s bureaucratic 
shell dissolves at such touches o f nos­
talgia. His eyes —  already magnified 
through a pair o f Coke-bottle lenses — 
grow wide as he reflects on those col­
lege band-playing years.
“We were rock-and-rollers, blues,” 
he remembers, chuckling. “Lots of
noise.
But Jane remembers 
ferently. “It was tough” 
had four children then,” 
the time when Dennisoi 
joined the young family 
college quarters.
Dennison finished U1 
elor’s in history in 1962 
in 1963, his perfect acac 
tarnished by only two B 
Spanish and one in stuc
Dennison says he ne1 
serving as commander-i 
university, taking his PI 
tutional history from th 
Washington to teach at 
of Arkansas, Washingto 
State. It wasn’t until 19 
landed his first position 
academic administratio 
1990 that he took the tl
Before 7 a.m. ea Dennison grac UM’s Main He 
enough to beat the rush 
fighting for coveted par 
schedule book, scribble* 
ments for every 15 min 
his office desk.
Nearly 35 years afte 
front o f the university's 
as a history student, D< 
$98,000-a-year presidei 
ing a full load. From th 
calls, meetings and fun 
admits he rarely lets lo 
he wouldn’t have it any 
“You always give the 
than it pays you for,” h< 
sipping an ever-present 
like to feel like I'm doin 
it’s the best feeling in tl 
And if  keeping busy 
wants, he’s doing it. De 
road about three times
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k n t, M ’s George Dennison balances a busj schedule w ith little  tim e to sleep o r p la j
(LEFT) Anthropology and biology junior Dana Whitelaw, and 
liberal studies senior Andy Dannerbeck drop in to interview the 
president for an ethics class. Dennison says keeping regular 
office hours twice a week is a chance for him to keep in touch 
with students and faculty. “I  do spend a lot o f  time talking with 
people who just want to talk,” he says.
(BELOW) Though faculty breakfast and luncheon meetings are a 
part o f  his everyday schedule, breakfast and lunch are not. 
Instead Dennison, who only eats one meal a day, makes sure his 
guests keep their plates loaded while he keeps his coffee mug full.
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ison is on the 
veek visiting
other campuses, raising money for UM 
or fighting lawmakers in Helena for 
university needs.
Dennison is chief administrator for 
UM-Missoula, UM-Tfech in Butte, UM- 
College o f  Technology in Missoula and 
UM-Westem in Dillon.
During Dennison’s five-year tenure, 
alumni and private contributors have 
given $35 million to fund UM projects 
such as the Davidson Honors College 
and the Gallagher Business Building. 
In addition, UM has merged onto the 
information superhighway with indi­
vidual computers and Internet access 
for faculty members. The university’s 
budget has jumped by about 55 per­
cent, library funding for books and 
periodicals is up and staff salaries are 
on the rise.
“You can accept your condition and 
not do anything to change it, or you 
can do what’s happened here,”  says 
Jim Tbdd, vice president o f 
Administration and Finance. “I think 
George sets things in motion.”
He’s a perpetual optimist, Jane 
adds, and that keeps him going.
But the first lady o f  UM says 
Dennison takes on too much and can’t 
say no.
“He needs to relax,” she says from 
their elegant university-owned home 
on Gerald Avenue. “He doesn’t quit 
working, he has a briefcase constantly.”
Dennison averages five hours o f  
sleep a night. And the few hours o f 
play time he does enjoy, Dennison says, 
he heads for the local putting green or 
cross-country ski areas.
But he won’t be breaking between 
holes for a snack or even lunch. About 
40 years ago, Dennison decided to give 
up breakfast and lunch as part o f  a 
healthy regimen.
Everyone cheats, says Jane 
Dennison. “He loves rolls —  a nice, big
TRAVELING is ju st one o f  the perks o f  being the UM president, but his wife, Jane, points out some o f  the less-than-glam- 
ourous sides. “1 can never sleep on planes,” she says before their 7 a.m. flight to Japan, “and we’re hosting a party for the 
university the night we get home.”
cinnamon roll will change his mind 
quite freely” she tattles.
One part o f  the regimenDennison tries not to cheat on is the time he sets aside for 
students. He points to an oak book­
shelflining two full sides o f  his com er 
office, where one item stands out 
among the rows o f artifacts from the 
Orient: a bottle o f  tainted carbonation 
bearing the president’s picture for a 
label. It’s a homebrew from student 
Steve Breezley, a peace offering after
last year’s failed attempts to abolish 
the $30 student athletic fee.
Despite Breezley’s disagreement 
with Dennison over the fee, he main­
tains that Dennison truly cares about 
students. The senior in geology con­
cedes that a president o f  a university 
can rarely please everyone.
“I think he knows that winning pop­
ularity contests isn’t going to be easy,” 
Breezley says. But, he adds, “I think he 
wants to make him self look good.”
He suggests Dennison connect with 
student government or walk about the
campus to get in touch with students.
“I can’t picture him throwing the 
frisbee with anybody, but you never 
know,” Breezley says.
Dennison admits student and public 
perception is important. But he says 
with 10,000 students, it is impossible 
to meet everyone. He does, however, 
point to the two hours a week worth o f 
office time set aside for students —  a 
habit he started when he took the job.
“That’s why my day goes from 7 
a.m. to whenever,”  he says. “But it has 
to.”
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Colleges, universities wonder how cuts will hurt
nation . “U n iversities  used  
to  b e  v iew ed  as th e [em bod ­
im en t o f  the] A m erican  
dream .”
A s in stitu tion s w a it for 
the fin a l w ord  on  p ossib le  
cutbacks in  federal edu ca ­
tion  fu n d in g, m a n y  acade­
m ic  experts  and  u n iversity  
adm in istrators  fea r  th a t 
academ ia  h a s  los t its  
im p ortan ce  in  the country.
“ I h a ve  n ever been  m ore 
fru stra ted  in  m y  life ,” sa id  
J erry  R osch w alb  o f  the 
N ation a l A ssocia tion  o f  
State U n iversities  and 
L an d  G ran t C olleges . “ I 
th in k  it ’s a  case  o f  va l­
u es  gon e b on k ers .” 
M an y scholars, stu­
dents  an d  p rofession als  
w orry  th a t le tt in g  edu ­
ca tion  fa ll b y  th e  w ay- 
\ s ide w ill ren der
A m erica n  society  in tel- 
le ctu a lly  b a n k ru p t —  
gjpW even  i f  it  m ay solve 
p ress in g  econ om ic p rob­
lem s.
“T h ere ’s a  qu est for 
sh ort-term  easy  an sw ers,” 
sa id  P rin ceton  h istorian  
N e ll P ainter. “T h e  w illin g ­
ness  to  trash  the country  
an d  the w illin gn ess  by 
states n ot to  su pport in fra ­
s tru ctu res” is  a  case o f  
sh ort-sigh ted  folly.
American values
W ith  th e  ra ttle  o f  
“A m erican  va lu es” k n ock ­
in g  around  in  the m edia, 
m an y e lite  u n iversities 
h ave  com e u n der attack  as 
p laces  th a t seek  to  under­
m ine trad ition a l thought.
“ In side A m erica , th ere is 
a grow in g  su sp icion  ... th at
K a lp a n a  S r in iv a sa n  
The Yale Daily N ews
(U -W IR E ) T h e  days o f  
the C old  War, w hen  
A m erican  leaders touted  
education  as the k ey  to  
m aintain ing U .S . prom i­
nence across the g lobe, are 
lon g  gone.
A n d  so is  th e pu b lic per­
ception  o f  A m erica ’s col­
leges and  universities as 
sym bols o f  progress and 
achievem ent, education  
experts fear, as politica l 
leaders and cu ltural com ­
m entators a ttack  the edu ­
cational establishm ent as a 
cen ter for  frivolous ideo­
logues and  left-w ing 
radicals.
W ith  th e R ep u b lican s in 
con tro l o f  C ongress and  a 
m ajority  o f  govern orsh ips  
across th e n a tion  fo r  the 
firs t tim e in  m ore  th an  40  
years , th ese  attacks h ave  
b egu n  to  seriou sly  im peril 
h ig h er edu cation , th ey  say.
“T h e  w h ole p u b lic  per­
cep tion  o f  h ig h er edu cation  
h as sou red ,” sa id  Iris 
M olotsky, a  spok esw om an  
for  th e  A m erican  
A ssocia tion  o f  U n iversity  
P rofessors , th e la rg est 
organ ization  o f  facu lty  
m em bers  in 
th e
th e  acad em y h as los t its 
w ay  an d  is  n o  lon g er foster­
in g  A m erica n  v a lu es,” com ­
parative  litera tu re  p rofes­
sor  M ich ael H olqu ist said .
H o lq u ist po in ted  to  th e 
N ation a l E n d ow m en ts  o f  
the H u m an ities  an d  the 
A rts  as organ ization s 
th a t h ave su ffered  
from  th is  back lash .
T h e  d ia log u e  sur­
rou n d in g  the con ­
troversy  cen ters  
n o t  on ly  on  h ow  to 
fu n d  th e  en dow ­
m en ts  b u t a lso 
on  w h ich  
grou ps “d eserv e” 
gov ern m en t su p ­
port.
Ideological con­
flict and the 
media
In  th e  p a st few  years , 
sk epticism  over tren ds 
w ith in  u n iv ersities  h as 
in ten sified . W ith  n ational 
reports  o f  cam pu s debates 
on  su ch  issu es  as po litica l 
correctn ess  an d  m ulticu l- 
tu ra lism , p u b lic  op in ion  
h as p a in ted  Ivy  L eague 
u n iv ersity  life  as a  cen ter 
for  m ilitan t, rad ica l le ft- 
w in g  th ou gh t.
“You can ’t  u n derestim ate 
the id eo log ica l sh ift,” 
M olotsk y  said . “P C  and 
speech  codes  h ave  m ade 
leg is la tors  look  a t Iv ies  as 
bastion [s] o f  le ft-w in g  
beh avior.”
T h e  perce ived  po litic iza ­
tion  o f  u n iv ersities  like Yale 
h as m ade th e  cam pus 
appear to  ou tsiders  as a 
battlegrou n d  for  ideolog ica l
d ifferen ces  am on g various 
groups.
“T h ere h as b een  an 
a ttem pt to  label un iversi­
ties  as p laces overru n  w ith  
liberal id eology”  since 1990, 
sa id  R ich  C ow an , clearing- 
hou se  coord in ator for  
the U n iversity  
C on version  P roject, a n on ­
profit th in k  tan k  w hich  
m onitors conservative 
\ activ ity  on  cam pus. 
O u tside college 
cam puses, p o liti­
c ians have 
em ployed  th e 
im age o f  th e  “lib ­
era l” u n iversity  
to  gain  su pport 
aga in st elite  institu tions.
F or in stan ce, N ew t 
G in g rich  m ocked  Yale as 
th e cen ter  o f  a  so-ca lled  
cou n tercu ltu re w hose theo­
ries  and  p rin cip les  are held  
b y  B ill and  H illary  R odham  
C linton , both  LAW  ‘73.
B y  describ in g elite  u n i­
versities  in  su ch  a  m anner, 
politician s h ave  “g a lva ­
n ized  m idd le class  people to  
jo in  con servative  grou ps,” 
C ow an  said.
T h e  po litica l correctness 
qu estion  h a s  a lso turned  
m an y A m ericans
aga in st u n iversities. 
W h en  th e  issue first 
em erged  in  th e  1980s, the 
m ed ia  soon  exposed  som e o f  
the pro-P C  cam p ’s m ost 
extrem e argum ents.
“T h ese  ch arges  o f  PC 
w ere essen tia lly  u sed  in  a 
fa irly  system atic e ffort to  
u n derm ine th e pu b lic  base 
o f  h igh er edu cation  and  [to] 
try  to  recast w h a t w as
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Colleges: Some feel media builds liberal portrait of high education
going on in universities,” 
said Paul Lowell, author of 
a piece for the book “Higher 
Education Under Fire” and 
is a professor at Trinity 
College in Hartford.
Lowell said such attacks 
helped divert funds from 
higher education.
The initial effort was to 
shift authority to the 
administration and away 
from faculty members, 
Lowell said. For example, 
during the Benno Schmidt 
Jr. administration at Yale 
from 1986-1992, officials 
often made decisions with­
out strong faculty support.
This approach backfired 
when the large university 
faculty voted overwhelm­
ingly against Schmidt’s 
plan to reduce the faculty 
by 5 percent, leading to the 
resignation of the entire 
Yale administration in 
1992.
Lowell said 
that once 
administrative 
attempts to 
rein in profes­
sors failed, 
conservatives 
mounted larg­
er campaigns 
to
change attitudes toward 
universities.
Many scholars said the 
media played into the con­
servatives’ hands, helping 
to turn public opinion 
against higher education.
“For the last decade, 
there have been horror sto­
ries about ideological 
forces,” said David 
Breneman, author of 
“Liberal Arts Colleges: 
Surviving, Thriving or 
Ending.” “People [outside 
the university] are taking 
pot shots, and a lot of it is 
overblown.”
Breneman predicts that 
if public sentiment remains 
the same, Americans will 
continue to frown upon 
even the most scholarly 
campus discourse.
“Universities have to be 
awftdly careful,” Breneman 
said. “It’s the same kind of 
issue we’re dealing with 
over affirmative action and 
cultural values.”
Fighting in 
Washington
The proposed cuts in 
education symbolize this 
new “assault on acade­
mics.”
“The new empha­
sis on a balanced 
budget will simply 
exacerbate the 
trend” of cutting 
funding in research
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and education, said Paul 
Smith of the American 
Association of Universities. 
“It remains to be seen how 
universities will fare.”
To this point, higher edu­
cation officials have not 
been able to persuade fed­
eral leaders in Washington 
to spare education from the 
budget axe.
“When the government 
starts cutting programs 
that feed women and chil­
dren, it’s almost impossible 
to defend student loan pro­
grams,” Roschwalb said.
Voter apathy among col­
lege students today has 
also helped politicians to 
eliminate student aid pro­
grams with little fear of 
repercussions.
“They are cutting where 
they can get away with it,” 
English professor Lawrence 
Manley said. Student aid 
“only affects a portion of 
the electorate body versus 
something like Social 
Security.”
Although the targeted 
cuts against education 
seem like they are bred out 
of necessity, they also 
reflect the willingness of 
the government to sacrifice 
education for immediate 
economic improvement.
And some Americans say 
documents like the 
Contract for America are 
symbolic of the antipathy 
many have for higher edu­
cation.
“Universities are seen as 
a place for political ideo­
logues to brainwash chil­
dren and not a place to 
become responsible citi-
Tomorrow
zens,” said Vanita Gupta 
‘96, who leads a group 
protesting the Contract.
The daunting 
future
For the next few months, 
the immediate future of 
education will remain in 
limbo. While individual 
bills continue to pass 
through Congress, groups 
may not be able to measure 
the final damage until mid- 
September, Roschwalb said.
Even after decisions are 
made for the 1997 academic 
year, professors and stu­
dents may see education as 
endangered for some time 
to come.
“We are on for the long 
haul,” Jacobs said. “The 
budget issue will be with us 
for years. The pressure will 
not go away anytime soon.”
And public distaste
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toward education may not 
reverse itself in the near 
future either.
“It’s an extremely 
strange moment in educa­
tional history,” Dean of Yale 
College Richard Brodhead 
said.
Brodhead contends that 
most Americans still value 
education today and want 
to send their children to the 
nation’s top universities. 
But at the same time, he 
said the public is willing to 
accept the rumors they 
hear about higher educa­
tion.
“I have never met anyone 
who [denounced] education 
but then didn’t want their 
kids to go to the best 
school,” he said.
The big challenge for the 
next decade is to defend the 
meaning and role of educa­
tion, academic experts said.
Through lobbying and 
support, educators, admin­
istrators and students can 
strive to reinstate education 
as a priority in American 
life, they added.
“I am an optimist,” 
Painter said. “I see the pos­
sibility in younger and older 
people who think about 
issues for more than just a 
minute, in people who think 
in a serious sustained man­
ner about the issues before 
us and make information 
available to people.”
But those standing 
behind education will have 
to fight hard against 
national sentiment and fed­
eral cuts aimed at bringing 
about the demise of 
American higher education.
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